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may he generally described as the air-passage and the
organ of smell. The space between the continuous
surface just described and the floor of the nasal cavity,
being the direct connection between the anterior and
posterior nares, is plainly marked as the air-passage.
The upper space, situated between that surface and the
cribriform plate, contains the organ of smell; it has the
appearance of an upward extension of the air-passage,
from which alone it can be approached; its anterior wall
is formed by the nasal bone, its posterior by the sphenoid
bone. Further, with regard to the air-passage, we find
that it is lower behind than before, expanding like a
trumpet as it proceeds forwards; the extent of this
expansion is indicated by the fact mentioned above, that
the posterior prolongation of the floor of the nasal
cavity upon reaching the anterior margin of the foramen
magnum comes in contact with the under surface of the
sphenoid and the occipital. The angle at which this
connection takes place gives the degree of divergence,
or rather convergence, between the upper and lower
extremities of the air-passage. We shall speak presently
of the peculiar construction presented by a horizontal
section of the air-passage; we need here only remark
that it is considerably wider in the middle than at
either end.

These two divisions of the nasal cavity are bounded
laterally by several distinct pieces of bone, a fact which,
upon closer investigation, furnishes us with an important
feature in our description of the bony framework of the
nasal cavity. We have thus far only regarded the nasal
cavity as a space enclosed by the two superior maxillary
bones, stretching upwards between the orbits as far as
the base of the skull. If, however, we examine the inner
wall of the orbit, we find that only the foremost portion